Course Description

Local Honors Courses

This course seeks to introduce
students to a variety of religious
traditions, texts, and practices
through the lenses provided by
the academic study of religion.

This course explores the history
of the Holocaust, examining its
social, cultural, and ideological

origins with a focus on the mass

murder of Jews and other groups
in Nazi-occupied Europe and the
experiences of all involved.

Syllabus

Honors World Religions and Holocaust Studies

1%t Semester: World Religions

In this course we will cover the world's principal
religions and spiritual traditions. These may be
classified into a small number of major groups,
although this is by no means g uniform practice.
This theory began in the 18th century with the
goal of recognizing the relative levels of civility
in societies.

We will cover the following topics during the
semester.

e Whatis Religion?

A

o Hindusim
o Buddhism
o lanisim
o sihkism
o Taoism
o Confucianism
o Shinto
s Western Religions
o Greek and Roman
o Judaism
o Christianity
o lslam
o Deism
s  Others
o Atheism
o Sects and Cults

2" Semester: History of the
Holocaust

The Holacaust (from the Greek: hdlos, meaning
"whole" and kaustds, "burnt") is also known as/|
Shoah (Hebrew: HaShoah, "the catastrophe";
for "dest:JEt;gr;"}. The Holocaust of the 207
century (1930s5-1940s5) was the mass murder or
genocide of approximately six million Jews
during Werld War I, a program of systematic
state-sponsored murder by Nazi Germany, led
by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, throughout
the German Reich and German-occupied
territories.

During this semester we will trace the history of
prejudice toward the Jlewish people. We will
more importantly outline the paths the
Holocaust took from the time before 1933,
through the end of World War Il and the
liberation of the camps, and the impact on the
world at large.

We will also address modern genocides across
the world today.

Sample Work

Student Project -
Understanding
Religions

Collab w/ Holocaust

Museum for project
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