
AP RESEARCH

WHAT IS AP 
RESEARCH?
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• AP Research is a year-long, 
college-level course where 

students design, conduct, and 
present an original research 
study on a topic of personal 

interest.

• Students move beyond 
analyzing sources to creating 

new knowledge through 
inquiry, investigation, and 

reflection.

• AP Research is the second 
course in the AP Capstone™ 
Program, offered by College 

Board.

WHAT DO 
STUDENTS DO?
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SKILLS STUDENTS 
GAIN
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🧠 Advanced critical 
thinking

✍️ College-level academic 
writing

🔍 Independent research 
skills

📊 Data analysis & synthesis
🧠 Professional presentation 

skills
🧠🧠 Long-term project 

management

HOW IS AP 
RESEARCH 
ASSESSED?

4 AP CAPSTONE™ 
DIPLOMA
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WHY TAKE AP 
RESEARCH?

⭐ Stand out in competitive college 
admissions

⭐ Gain real undergraduate-style 
research experience

⭐ Strengthen scholarship and 
honors applications

⭐ Prepare for majors requiring 
research and writing

⭐ Build confidence as an 
independent scholar
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WHO SHOULD 
ENROLL?
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• Completed AP Seminar

• Are self-motivated and 
organized

• Enjoy writing, inquiry, and 
problem-solving

• Are considering honors programs, 
research majors, or graduate 

school

SAVE $
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• Get college 
credit!

• Scholarships!

✔ Develop a unique 
research question

✔ Conduct an in-depth 
literature review

✔ Design and carry out 
original research

✔ Collect and analyze 
data

✔ Write a 4,000–5,000 
word academic paper
✔ Present and defend 

findings orally
✔ Reflect on the research 

process

• Academic Research Paper

• Oral Defense / 
Presentation

• Research Process Reflection

Students who complete AP 
Seminar and AP 

Research, plus four 
additional AP courses

with passing scores, earn 
the AP Capstone 

Diploma.


